Sensory discrimination capabilities in patients with focal hand dystonia.
To explore the concept that dystonia may result from dysfunction of the sensory system, 14 patients with focal hand dystonia were tested during two somatosensory discrimination tasks. Compared with controls, patients had a higher threshold in a task involving discrimination of two electric stimuli closely related temporally, an abnormality that correlated with the degree of severity of dystonia. There was no significant difference in a single-touch, gross localization task. The possible relevance of these findings to the pathogenesis of dystonia is discussed.